Welcome Sheffield BSF: King Edward 
Welcome to the final design exhibition for King Edward VII Upper School. Since the last event in October 2009, the architects have been further developing the proposals in conjunction with the School, Sheffield City Council, the Planning Authority, English Heritage & the Urban Design Panel. Where possible, in the context of discussions with the above, comments received following the previous exhibitions have also informed the design development. These are not the completed designs and are subject to finalisation prior to a planning application being made in mid April.

.

Introduction 

As part of Sheffield City Council’s Building Schools for the Future programme, King Edward VII upper school is to be refurbished and extended to meet the schools educational vision.  This exhibition is arranged to show the latest proposals developed by HLM Architects for the Council. 

The Exhibition Boards

The exhibition boards displayed here show how the design has developed since the last exhibition, with much more detail to the proposals.  These proposals have been developed in close liaison with the school and, because of its important Grade II* listing, also with English Heritage and the local Conservation Planning Officers.  The Boards are themed to show; The overall Concept; the Landscape ; the Main Building plans and elevations: perspective views and the Project Phasing through construction—and  show how the following proposals have been incorporated into the design.

Scheme Proposals 

The Upper School is to be transformed through remodelling and refurbishment and the addition of three new build facilities, the third being a small extension to provide new facilities for family learning and support previously envisaged to be within the STEM centre.  The design meets the objectives of the schools vision by providing a design to recognise and satisfy the following requirements:

Provide a range of multi-agency support services to students and families through a suite of spaces in the Family Learning Centre.  As can be seen from Boards 1 and 3, these are grouped by the main accessible entrance to the school, but also are arranged to allow for possible independent use with their own entrance.  A new lift located here links with the accommodation on the floors above where there are further facilities that will also be available to the Community.

Science is a strength of the school; working closely with Design and Technology, Maths and with both Sheffield Universities, these subject areas are to be located together in a new Science, Technology, Engineering & Maths (STEM) centre. As can be seen from Boards 1 and 3, the proposed STEM Centre has been remodelled to allow for all technology elements to be brought together on one floor at ground level.  Key Stage 4 and Key Stage 5 Science areas also each have a floor to themselves and are supported by adjacent break-out hubs giving a degree of flexibility of use.  

New sports facilities located behind the existing Lewis Building will minimise split-site travel and enable the school to offer A-level PE and health courses which will provide a wider brief than Health and Social Care. The facilities will also be available for community use. Board 1 shows how the new Sports Block incorporates not only a Sports Hall with changing rooms & accessible facilities; but also fitness and sports seminar rooms.

The ICT rich independent learning centre will provide a unique learning space for students to work independently or within groups and provide a much needed resource for post 16 students.  It will also be accessible to the wider community, and as Board 1 shows this is located immediately adjacent to the principle accessible entrance.

Flexible use of space and high level provision of ICT are key to the delivery of the curriculum now and in the future in order to enable transformation to take place and to meet the requirements of local and national initiatives as they arise. The proposals will ensure that facilities will enable a move from more traditional methods of learning and teaching to more personalised, independent learning allied to the needs of individual students.

The whole site will be accessible to all students, staff and visitors and facilitate the inclusive ethos. Improved access and facilities for students, staff and visitors will be provided. Board 2 shows how pedestrian routes are enhanced across the site with accessible gradients created where possible.  Services for children will be brought together in a suite of spaces, enabling the school to meet the whole child and family agenda and the key components of Every Child Matters (ECM)

The new and remodelled facilities will extend the opportunities for community use including evening classes; meeting space; weekend use and access to sports facilities. Access will be available beyond the school day and during holidays. 

To meet its sustainable development planning obligations across the BSF programme, a strategy has been developed for Sheffield Building Schools for the Future (BSF) by the Local Education Partnership (LEP).  A low carbon building solution is delivered through the integration of design, construction and operation.

Sustainability is an important design driver and is supported by the reuse and reinvigoration of the main existing buildings on the site and incorporation of materials reclaimed from the redundant extensions into the new-build elements. 

The new build will meet the Building Regulations and provide highly insulated, air tight accommodation with heat recovery air handling plant to minimise energy wastage where areas do require mechanical ventilation.  All lighting will have time and presence control and daylight dimming to the window rows to further reduce energy consumption, while solar control will be provided to the south east to limit solar gain. Water consumption will also be minimised through water reduction taps.

 Energy will be monitored through a Building Management System and communicated to the School Intranet for educational benefit.  Engagement workshops involving the staff and pupils have been carried out with the school using the OFSTED Schools Sustainability Self Assessment Toolkit where the output is captured and documented to produce a draft ‘School Sustainability Implementation Plan’.

The construction of the new buildings on the site of the existing extensions and hard-standings, reduces the impact on the ecological footprint of the school.  The green breathing space is maintained in front of the school with protection provided to the existing mature trees while the overall design improves the potential breadth of use into the future for people of all abilities for the school and its wider community through enhanced safety and accessibility.  

The School is set to achieve a “Very Good” result on the national BREEAM rating system. 

Planning Brief

A site specific planning brief has been prepared by the Council’s Planning Department which sets out policies and standards and other factors relevant to the development of the site, and provides guidance on the form of development that will be acceptable. The Planning brief sets out key objectives to: 

· Provide an inspirational high quality new school incorporating accessible community facilities.

· Take full advantage of the green and unique setting.

· Achieve excellent building design.

The Planning Brief has imposed certain restrictions on what parts of the site can be developed, and the scheme proposals reflect these. Board 1 shows how the principle views have been retained and the new buildings kept behind the existing buildings to preserve the open frontage.  The existing building is covered by a Grade II* listing and the proposals will also have to be considered by the Secretary of State and English Heritage.

Planning and Conservation Issues

As well as being listed the Upper School is located in the Broomhill conservation area, close to both of Sheffield’s Universities and four hospitals on a severely constrained site. Initial meetings with the Planning Authority have emphasised the importance of early consultations as the designs are developed prior to the formal application. 

Your views

Sheffield City Council is keen to hear the views of the whole community on the scheme proposals. If you have any comments on the display, please make use of the feedback slips and post them in the comments box provided or alternatively by email to edu-bsf@sheffield.gov.uk.  All comments are welcomed but will not form part of the formal planning application process.






















